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CHAPTER VII.
THE END OF THE PLAY.
POE became very ill after this event; and al, though in the middle of March he seems to have partially recovered under the nursing of Mrs. Shew and his mother-in-law, ho again sank, and his life was believed to be endangered. It was necessary to raise fresh funds for his relief, and by the interest of various friends one hundred dollars were collected at once, and afterwards other sums wore contributed. Mrs. Shew, who, as has been said, had received a medical education, decided that Poe " in his best health bad lesion of one side of the brain;" and she adds in her diary, "As lie conld not bear stimulants or tonics, without producing insanity, I did not feel much hope that ho could bo raised up from brain fever, brought on by extreme suffering of mind and body,—actual want and hunger and cold having been borne by this heroic husband in order to supply food, medicine, and comforts to his dying wife, until exhaustion and lilelessness were so near at every reaction of the f&ver .that even sedatives had to be administered with extreme caution." * It was at this time that
1 Ingram, it, 115.e second Mrs. Allan, exculpating Poe from causing any difficulty at his old home, and. gave her Poe's picture and his mother's jewel-case as keepsakes* On the next day, Saturday, January SO, Virginia died, Her husband, wrapped in the military oloak that had once served to cover her, followed the hody to the tomb, to which it was consigned in. the presence of a few friends.
